
Shawano County’s 366th Barn Quilt 

Adds to Nation’s Largest Barn Quilt Trail 
 

The nation’s largest barn quilt trail continues to add to its record with another beautiful quilt now on 

display. Pete and Cindy Fannin have sponsored Shawano County’s 366th barn quilt that is on display on 

their barn at N4756 North Branch Road, Caroline. It’s the second quilt they have sponsored, the first 

being in 2018. 

“We decided to get a second barn quilt because one just isn’t enough,” Cindy said. “In reality, when the 

first one went up on the east end of our barn in 2018, Jim Leuenberger suggested we think about getting 

a second one for the south side as well. Our farm sits on a 90-degree curve, with the barn close to the 

road, so the first quilt is only visible when coming from the east. Now, with a second quilt, anyone 

driving from either direction will get to enjoy the view of a beautiful barn quilt.” 

The pattern Pete and Cindy chose for their second quilt is called Feathered Sunflower. “We chose the 

pattern simply because we thought it was beautiful, we liked the colors and we hadn’t seen one like it,” 

Cindy said. “And now that it is up, it’s even more beautiful than I had imagined.” 

The farm was originally homesteaded in 1885 by Joseph and Katarina Assenbrenner. Joseph sold it to his 

son Matthew in 1894. The original section of the existing house was built around 1895 and an addition 

built in 1927 to accommodate a growing family. Matthew and his wife, Anna, raised 13 children. The 

barn on which the quilt is displayed was built sometime shortly after the house was finished. 

Somewhere along the way, the last name of Assenbrenner was changed to Aschenbrenner. The farm 

stayed in the family until 2006, when Pete and Cindy bought the buildings and 10 acres of land from 

Mike Mijal, an Assenbrenner descendant. 

When Pete and Cindy purchased the property, both the house and barn were in severe disrepair since 

they hadn’t been occupied for many years. Now Pete and Cindy, with the help of their sons Brian and 

Andy Ziegler, have completed restored the buildings and they are beautiful. 

Pete and Cindy raise a breed of hair sheep called Katahdin, a breed of domestic sheep developed in 

Maine. The breed is named after the state’s highest peak, Mount Katahdin The sheep are known for 

their mild meat and docile nature and are raised for breeding stock and meat.  

The Fannin quilt was painted by the Shawano County barn quilt committee and was put on display by 

LeRoy Raddant and Jerry Timm of Raddant Electric in Shawano. 
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