
Shawano County’s 356th Barn Quilt Features a Honeybee 

Shawano County’s 356th barn quilt, called Honeybee, is now on display on a barn owned by John and 

Lorraine Ballbach Jr., W9790 Thurner Lane, Gresham. They chose the pattern featuring a honeybee 

because they are full time bee keepers. “We think the Shawano County barn quilts are just awesome,” 

Lorraine said, “and have always wanted one for our farm. Ours is beautiful. I love it!” 

John has been a bee keeper since he was 16 years old, helping his father on their farm near Port 

Washington, Wis. His parents, John Sr. (also known as the bee man) and Rae got into the bee business 

after John quit his job working in a foundry. At their peak, they were running 600 hives. 

After selling their farm in Port Washington, they purchased the farm on Thurner Lane north of Gresham 

from Dan Thurner and his family. They were dairy farmers and owned 80 acres. John and Rae moved 

there in 1989, moving “up north” for better honey crops. 

In 2009, Lorraine quit her job in hospice care and started working with her husband selling raw local 

honey. They started out as hobbyist bee keepers with 12 hives in 2010. John and Lorraine relocated to 

the farm north of Gresham in 2018, moving from Random Lake where they had lived for 19 years. They 

now have 75 hives and are hoping to raise even more in the future. 

Because of Wisconsin’s cold winters, John and Lorraine take most of their hives to Paducah, Ky. in 

December, leaving only 3-5 in Wisconsin. When they bring them back in the spring, they have to “queen 

check” to make sure the bees didn’t kill off the queen. “Whenever there is stress in the hive, like 

traveling for a long distance in a car, the bees blame the queen and kill her,” John said. “Of course, if 

that happens, we have to install a new queen, which is a process in itself.” 

John and Lorraine currently sell their honey and beeswax products on their farm and at various farmers’ 

markets and festivals throughout Wisconsin. They feature several varieties of honey, including 

basswood, which has a light minty aftertaste, traditional clover, and summer blend, which is a mixture 

of everything the bees collected over the summer. They also have Starthistle, which has a caramel taste. 

“We look forward to people coming to visit and see our honey farm,” Lorraine said. 

To learn more about the Ballbachs’ story, check out their Facebook page under John and Lorraine’s 

Hobby Honey Farm. 

The Ballbach barn quilt was painted by the Shawano County barn quilt committee and was put on 

display by LeRoy Raddant and his grandson, Keenan, of Raddant Electric in Shawano. 
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