
Cardinal Fever is the Name of Shawano County’s 354
th

 Barn Quilt 

 

Ron and Linda Wruck have sponsored Shawano County’s 354th barn quilt.  It is 

on display on their farm at W9668 County Highway A north of Shawano and 

features a Cardinal perched on a baseball bat. The pattern is called “Cardinal 

Fever.” 
 

There are two reasons why Ron and Linda chose to have a Cardinal on their quilt. 

Ron has been a St. Louis Cardinals fan since he was a child and Linda’s favorite 

bird is a Cardinal. Ron is a Cardinal baseball fan because, when he was young, 

there was no major league baseball team in Wisconsin.  The Braves had moved 

from Milwaukee to Atlanta and the Brewers had not yet arrived from Seattle. The 

only games on television featured either the Cardinals or the Cubs, and Ron chose 

the Cardinals. He has been a passionate fan ever since. 
 

Ron played a lot of baseball as a child and into his adult years. He was a pitcher, 

as were his and Linda’s son, Jared, and daughter, Amanda. 

 

Farm History 

 

The Wruck farm was homesteaded in 1884. Ron’s great grandparents, Carl and 

Agusta (Hoernke) Wruck, came to the U.S. from Germany in 1881 through the 

Clinton Battery in New York. They came to the original homestead and built the 

barn in 1902 and the house in 1905.   
 

After they died, their son, Reinhold, and his wife, Amanda (Ruhbusch) Wruck, 

took over the farm in 1938. In 1953, their son Reuben and his wife Phyllis (Laude) 

Wruck took over the farm. After their retirement in 1985, the farm was converted 

to a corporation and their son, Merlin, was named president. Merlin remained 

president until his death in 2014 after which Ron and Linda purchased the shares 

of the corporation. The farm is still a Wisconsin corporation known as Wrucks 

Acres.    

 

The farm totals 240 acres, 125 of which are tillable. The crop land is now rented 

out. It was always a dairy operation until about 25 years ago. When the cows were 

sold, the milking herd totaled 44 Holstein cows. 

 

Ron and Linda live in Wrightstown, but come to the farm nearly every weekend. 

They look forward to the farm being passed on to the fifth and sixth generations of 

Wrucks. 

 

The Wruck barn quilt was painted by the Shawano County barn quilt committee 

and was put on display by LeRoy Raddant and his grandson Keenan Raddant of 

Raddant Electric in Shawano. 


