
County’s 266th
 Barn Quilt at Peaceful Crossings 

Shawano County’s 266th
 barn quilt is on a farm called Peaceful Crossings owned by Dave and Laura 

Habeck at W13061 Leopolis Road, Leopolis. The quilt pattern they picked out is called The Evening Cross 

at Peaceful Crossings. 

The Habeck barn quilt was sponsored by Jennifer Lubinski of Shawano in honor of her ancestors who 

settled in western Shawano County. Lubinski had mentioned to project coordinator Jim Leuenberger 

that she would love to support the project by sponsoring a quilt since she didn’t own a barn herself. “It’s 
just special to me to be a part of this project by sponsoring this beautiful quilt for Dave and Laura,” 
Jennifer said. 

Dave and Laura purchased the Brunner homestead in 1985 and enjoyed raising their daughter Angelina 

there and now enjoy sharing it with their granddaughters Adri, Izzy and Brie along with their grandson 

Grayson and son-in-law Matt. The Habecks mainly use the farm as a hobby farm where they’ve raised 

and retired therapeutic riding horses. 

The farm was founded in the 1800s by Anton J. Brunner who came from Germany as a logger/farmer 

searching for an area with big trees and fertile soil. When they cleared the fields, they discovered 

numerous rocks that were made into stone fences over the years. Anton’s son, Frank G. Brunner, took 
over the farm with his wife Anna Ashenbrenner who was born in Bohemia. Later Frank’s brother got half 
of the farm and an additional 40 acres as the homestead was split into two equal parts.  

Frank died unexpectedly at age 40 putting his boots on before going out to work. He and Anna had five 

children, James, Viola, Lyle, Edward and Allen. Oldest son James had to quit school after eighth grade to 

take over the farm after his dad died. James S. married Ruth Durow from Tigerton and they had one 

child, James E. He was the last child born on the farm. 

The farm supported the family by raising various livestock, including chickens, pigs, and dairy cattle. The 

original farmhouse was added onto over the years to make room for the growing family. 

James S. passed the farm to his son James E., who was married to Lorraine Beversdorf of Shawano. They 

had three children, James D., Mary and John. They sold the house, barn, grainery and some land to Dave 

and Laura Habeck in 1985. “Dave and Laura have done a wonderful job of preserving the homestead 
over the years,” John Brunner said. 

Many of the pines that were planted by the Brunner family still stand on the farm. The field stones in the 

foundations of the buildings and the stone fences surrounding the fields and property remain as well. In 

2011, some of the white pines that had reached maturity were harvested, with the funds used by the 

Habecks to start Peaceful Crossings Pet Cremations LLC. “We are very proud to continue to renovate the 
buildings on our farm and are currently working on the oldest one to create a chapel where families will 

be able to have memorial services and say good-bye to their beloved pets,” Laura said. 



The Habeck barn quilt was painted by the Shawano County barn quilt committee and was put on display 

by Bruce Teetzen and LeRoy Raddant of Raddant Electric in Shawano. 

Anyone who would like to participate in the Shawano County barn quilt project can contact project 

coordinator Jim Leuenberger at 715-524-5685 or via email at jamesmleuenberger@yahoo.com. You can 

also contact Patti Peterson, tourism manager at the Shawano County Chamber of Commerce at 715-

524-2139 or tourism@shawano.com. A link on the Shawano Chamber Web site includes photos and 

information on every barn quilt on display in Shawano County. Just go to www.shawanocountry.com 

and click on the barn quilt icon. 
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