
Shawano County’s 119th
 Barn Quilt Honors Lumber Industry 

The barn quilt Jack and Kay Krueger have sponsored on their barn at 121 South Ash Street in Tigerton 

represents the history of the barn originally built by the Tigerton Lumber Company. The quilt pattern is 

called “From Trees to Lumber” and is the 119th
 barn quilt to go on display in Shawano County. 

The barn is part of the history of the Village of Tigerton. When the Tigerton Lumber Company was 

started by the Swanke family in the late 1800s, their sawmill used horses for their daily operations. The 

large barn was built in the early 1900s (48’ x 96’) to replace the original smaller barn as shelter for their 
working horses and to store the feed for them. According to historical records, at one time as many as 

34 horses were kept there. 

In 1926, a fire damaged the barn but the small local fire department was able to save it from total 

destruction. The following year, another fire destroyed the entire top portion of the barn, but all the 

animals were saved. If not for the heroic efforts of the local fire fighters and the recent purchase of a 

FWD pumper, the fire might have destroyed many of the buildings on that block. 

When horses were no longer needed for the operation of the mill, Anthony Swanke operated a general 

retail business in the barn, which he expanded to include the Arps Main Street building. At the time, the 

building was mainly used for storage of building materials. 

In 1974, Jack and Kay Krueger purchased the business from Mary Swanke (wife of Anthony) and 

continued to use the barn for equipment storage and building supplies until the Main Street Store was 

sold in 1995. The Kruegers have kept the barn for storage of their many retirement hobbies. 

Jack and Kay’s family includes: son Steve (Terri) and their children Josh (Lindsay), Kacie (Danika and 

Brett), Kylie and Jessalyn; daughter Julie Sherwin and her daughters Kim, Kristi, Katie and Nina; daughter 

Valerie Natzke (Steve) and their children Melissa, Chris and Michelle; son Mark (Vicki); and son Paul 

(Natasha) and their daughter Alexandra. 

The Krueger family has fond memories of working with their parents in the construction business and 

now shares in their various hobbies, especially with maple syrup production and wood cutting. 
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