
Schmude Family Hosts 109
th

 Shawano County Barn Quilt 

David and Emilie Schmude’s “Master’s Dairy” farm at N3522 Ox Yoke Road east of Tigerton is the host 
farm for Shawano County’s 109th

 barn quilt. The pattern they chose, called “The Twinkling Star,” is 
painted in colors that match the colors on their house as well as the red paint and green roof on their 

barn. Their quilt was sponsored by Premier Community Bank of Tigerton, of which the Schmudes are 

members. 

Diane Koepke, manager of the bank’s Tigerton Branch, said, “We are so pleased to be part of Shawano 
County’s exciting barn quilt project. We hope everyone will enjoy seeing the quilt on the Schmude farm 
during one of their country drives.” 

David and Emilie are the fourth generation to own the Kersten family homestead. Emilie’s great 
grandfather Herman Kersten owned the farm from 1893 to 1947 and his son, Wallace, Emilie’s 
grandfather, from 1947 to 1999. Her parents, Ron and Leanne bought 60 acres of the farm in 1999, 

which are now owned by David and Emilie. 

Herman came to the U.S. from Germany in 1880 at age 13. He married Anna Seefeldt in 1890 and they 

had seven children. Herman purchased his 160-acre farm in 1893 and he and Anna lived in a log house 

on the property. Herman’s son, Ferdinand and his wife, Mildred, rented the farm in 1926 and farmed 
until Ferdinand’s death in 1941. 

Wallace continued to farm with horses until he sold them in 1950, although he had purchased his first 

tractor in 1948, on the day his first son was born. A new barn was built in 1964 after a fire destroyed the 

original one. Through the years, Wallace and his wife, Ruby, both now deceased, milked 20-25 cows, 

raised chickens and pigs, planted cucumbers and made maple syrup. They retired from dairying in 1986. 

Emilie married David Schmude in 1999 and they lived on the farm with her granddad, Wallace, until he 

died in 2003. At that time, they purchased the farm. At first, they farmed the land and raised a few 

steers. In 2008, they started a goat dairy herd with 25 goats. In 2009, they bought another herd, giving 

them nearly 100 milking goats. Today, the herd totals nearly 250 head. The goats are milked twice a day 

and the milk is sold to Montchevre’ in Belmont, Wisconsin. The milk is picked up every four days. 

Dave and Emilie have a few dairy cows as well. Emilie uses the cows’ milk to make Farmstead Cheese, 
which she sells on the farm. They have four children, Micah-11, Judah-8, Rebekah-5 and Davidah-2. 
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