
Cross is Centerpiece of County’s 184th
 Barn Quilt 

A striking cross pattern in two shades of turquoise is Shawano County’s 184th
 barn quilt. It adorns a barn 

on the Pat and Dawn Lehman farm at N3991 Maple Lane, Tigerton. It was painted by the Shawano 

County barn quilt committee. 

When Roland and Evie (Michalis) Schroeder started farming the property in 1960, they did not raise 

livestock. Instead, they opted to grow Christmas trees. During the holidays, Roland would use Dawn’s 
parents’ camper to deliver and sell Christmas trees in the Appleton area. They continued to grow and 
sell Christmas trees until 1980 when they sold the farm to Dawn’s parents. During that time, they had 

moved to the Marion area to start up the “Root Beer Stand” on Highway 45, which was later sold to 
Dawn’s cousin, Larry Albert. 

After taking over the farm, Dawn’s parents built a new house and hobby farmed, raising beef cattle and 

growing vegetables. Dawn and Patrick purchased the farm in 2006 and raise Black Angus beef cattle. 

In 2007, Dawn and Pat decided to give their barn a face lift. With the help of John and Lisa Hoffman, and 

nine 5-gallon containers of red paint, they painted the barn by hand in just three days. Dawn’s hope was 
to have a cross painted on the barn. But when she heard about Shawano County’s barn quilt project, she 
thought having a “Cross” barn quilt would be even better. So she talked to project coordinator Jim 

Leuenberger when he was helping put up a quilt on the farm of Patrick’s parents. Shortly thereafter, she 
and Pat met with Leuenberger to pick out a pattern, and now their quilt shines brightly on their recently 

painted barn. 

“The meaning of a cross is that it represents and memorializes Christ’s death,” Dawn said. “In the 
process of bringing our cross together as a family, Patrick and I picked the design, while Crystal, our 

daughter, and Timothy, our son, picked out the colors. The cross really represents our love of Christ. 

When people drive on County Highway M and see our Cross quilt, I pray it brings them peace.” 

The Lehman barn quilt was put up by LeRoy and Keith Raddant, Raddant Electric in Shawano. Special 

thanks to Scott Breitrick, K & S Landscaping of Marion for providing a truck to help with the installation 

of the quilt. 

Anyone who would like to participate in Shawano County’s barn quilt project can contact project 
coordinator Jim Leuenbergerat 715-524-5685 or by email at jamesmleuenberger@yahoo.com. You can 

also contact Patti Peterson, tourism manager at the Shawano Country Chamber of Commerce at 715-

524-2139 or tourism@shawano.com. A link on the Shawano Chamber Web site includes photos and 

information on every barn quilt on display in Shawano County. Just go to www.shawanocountry.com 

and click on the barn quilt icon. 
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