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County’s 396th Barn Quilt Honors U. S. Military 

Shawano County’s 396th barn quilt, now on display on a barn owned by Andrew and Victoria Barker at 

N6985 Robin Road, Wittenberg, honors past and present members of the U. S. military. “When Andrew 

and I were married, we had the moon and stars as the theme for our wedding cake,” Victoria said. “And 

when we purchased our farm in May 2021, we noticed that the barn had a star cut out near the top of 

the roof. Seeing that, we knew we were destined to own this farm. And that is also why we chose to 

name our farm Starry Acres.” 

When choosing a pattern for their barn quilt, Andrew and Victoria wanted a traditional pattern that 

would represent that sentiment. Both have many family members who have or are serving in the U. S. 

military. To show their pride and appreciation, Andrew and Victoria wanted a pattern that included red, 

white and blue colors. They have named their barn quilt pattern American Glory. 

Quilt Sponsorship 

The Barker barn quilt is the first of three that are being sponsored by Charlie and Debbie Harvey, owners 

of Charlie’s County Market in Shawano. The Harveys would like to thank the entire community for 

making their beautiful store possible. Charlie was originally going to school with plans to be a teacher, 

but he happened into the grocery business in 1970, working at Red Owl in Tigerton. He worked for 

Debbie’s grandfather Carl Ruprecht, working his way up to a management position and later becoming 

manager of four stores owned by Carl. 

In 1999, he and Debbie became owners of Country Store. Then, after four years of anticipation, the new 

Charlie’s County Market opened in downtown Shawano in 2011. 

“We are proud to be a part of the Shawano County barn quilt project,” Charlie said. “It is such a great 

program that encourages the preservation of historic old barns in Shawano County and promotes 

tourism to our wonderful area.” 

Barker Farm History 

The Barker farm was homesteaded in 1884 by Henry and Rachel Erickson. The barn was likely built 

around that time too. The second owner of the farm was Hans Madson, who built the house in 1898. 

Andrew and Victoria were married in 2019 and purchased their 5.73 acres from Stephen Hanke in May 

2021. Previous owners were Ronald Tisdale and J & L Boreen Farms. 

The Barkers moved from Wausau so she could help her stepdad William Switalla at the family floral 

shop, Billy’s Wittenberg Floral, after her grandpa died. Andrew has worked in the sanitation department 

at nearby Neuske’s Applewood Smoked Meats for almost a year. Prior to their move, he worked at 

Nestle in Medford. Their son, Ian, also works at Nueskes. 

Andrew and Victoria have four children, Kane-22, Ian-19, Violet-7 and Quinn-3. They also have a 

granddaughter, Sophia, who is seven months old. 



“We just love our barn quilt and look forward to many years on this farm raising our children and 

showcasing the barn’s beauty and history,” Victoria said. 

The Barker barn quilt was painted by the Shawano County barn quilt committee and was put on display 

by LeRoy and Keenan Raddant, both of whom work for Raddant Electric in Shawano. 
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Shown with Shawano Country’s 396th barn quilt are, from left, Andrew and Victoria Barker with their 

daughters Quinn and Violet, and son Ian. At right is Victoria’s father, Phil Komosa. 

 

 


